VI
ON THE ADVISABLENESS  OF IMPROVING NATURAL KNOWLEDGEses. The plain is, in fact, nothing but the flat, almost horizontal surface of the mud, sand, and gravel which, for thousands upon thousands of years, have been made out of fragments of the rocks of the Alps and the Apennines, split off by frost, washed away by rains, and ground down by glaciers, to be finally rounded and pulverized in mountain torrents and swept away to the lowest point attainable.
